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Departments of the government, whatever may be their
form, have but one complexion. They assume the right
of the Senate to sit in judgement upon the exercise of ray
exclusive discretion and executive function, for which I
am solely responsible to the people from whom I have
so lately received the sacred trust of office. My oath to
support and defend the Constitution, my duty to the
people who have chosen me to execute the powers at"
their great office and not relinquish them, and my duty
to the chief magistracy which I must preserve unim-
paired in all its dignity and vigor, compel me to refuse
compliance with these demands.

There is a ringing quality in the style of this
message not generally characteristic of President
Cleveland's state papers. It evoked as ringing a
response from public opinion, and this effect was
heightened by a tactless allusion to the message
made at this time in the Senate. In moving a
reference of the message to the Judiciary Com-
mittee, its chairman. Senator Edmunds of Ver-
mont, remarked that the presidential message
brought vividly to his mind "the communication
of King Charles I to the Parliament, telling them
what, in conducting their affairs, they ought to do
and ought not to do." The historical reference,
however, had an application which Senator Ed-
munds did not foresee. It brought vividly to mind
what the people of England had endured from a